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Introduction 

At Kuwait Bilingual School (KBS) we provide an inquiry based visual arts curriculum that supports 

students as they build on previous experiences, practice skills and apply knowledge in different 

contexts. Through a variety of experiences, each student can expand their repertoire and increase the 

complexity of their understanding. Visual Arts enable the students to explore alternative ways of 

communication with others. It encourages ideas that are personal and inventive and makes a vital 

contribution to the development of a range of intelligences. A purposeful visual arts curriculum at 

primary level is life enhancing and plays an invaluable role in stimulating creative thinking, promoting 

independence and adaptability in young learners. It emphasizes the creative process, which ensures 

that the student’s work is personal and has quality. 

 

 

Rationale 

Visual arts education is a vital and basic component in the development of all human beings. It is a 

necessary and legitimate part of education for all students, regardless of their innate talent or 

academic ability.  

 

Visual arts education provides experience and knowledge not found in any other area of the 

curriculum. Education in the Visual Arts enhances our perception by teaching us to use our senses 

qualitatively. Visual Arts allow us to develop and use our creative potential, to see the value of our 

own ideas and feelings, and to respect those of others. Visual Arts give us a chance to think 

divergently, to search out beyond the boundaries of what is known. The language of Visual Arts is an 

avenue of expression not addressed or taught in other areas of the curriculum. It is a basic and 

unique part of education. Visual Arts involves students intellectually, personally, physically, and 

emotionally like no other subject in the curriculum. When students are engaged and involved in the 

educational process, they learn. It offers all students the opportunity to express their own unique 

visions of the world. Visual Arts allow students to have expectations for dealing with multiple 

outcomes as well as opportunities to seek out creative solutions beyond the boundaries of accepted 

wisdom. While the Visual Arts have their own intrinsic value, they also share many attributes with 

other content areas. For example, in social studies, students begin to appreciate cultural differences 

and similarities by examining the Arts of the culture. Both Art and Science encourage students to 

observe and analyze content critically. In Reading and Writing, the learner interprets meaning from a 

symbol system. Likewise, in the Visual Arts, learners "read, write," and construct meaning with visual 

images or symbols.  

 

The generative power of the Visual Arts makes it basic to all educational programs. Through visual 

arts education, students are able to learn more about themselves and the world around them. Studies 

have shown that, through arts education, students develop thinking and perceptual skills and their 

own intellectual abilities to discover images of possibility. This wealth of experiences and intellectual 

abilities provide a strong and rich illusionary base from which to draw upon future creative 

experiences.  

 

It is critical to recognize the importance of Visual Arts as its own discipline. Visual arts education is 

much more than making things. It enables students to develop and creatively express their ideas and 

solve problems.  

 
The inventive spirit is an important attribute of humankind; in fact, our society depends on the ability to 

create new and better solutions to the challenges that continue to face us. Individuals who can think 

creatively, feel sensitively, and see clearly will be our greatest resource for the future. These 

individuals will invent the future. Visual arts education contributes to the development of the individual 
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inventive spirit, provides a means for understanding oneself, and provides a means for understanding 

the diverse world in which we live. 

 

 

Objective 

The primary art classes, offered to students in kindergarten through fifth grade, develop the 

foundational understanding and skills in the Visual Arts. Students practice artistic activities that 

develop creative strategies, skills, and habits of mind. This work supports design literacy in the 

language of visual composition and expression. 

  

Through the primary visual arts curriculum, students:  

 Acquire procedural knowledge, skill, and craftsmanship through the art making process. 

 Develop understanding of the meaning and purpose of visual art.  

 Explore our rich and diverse historical and cultural heritage through the study of visual art. 

 Develop aesthetic judgment that supports the making and understanding of rich meaning in 

Art. 

 

 

Overview 

At KBS students will have the opportunity to look at, feel, and interact with stimuli to create 

individualized responses based on their observations. In K-5, students begin to explore Art in the 

world around them, to understand that people all over the world create and enjoy Art, and to develop 

the ability to communicate about their immediate environment and interest through visual images. 

They engage in a variety of drawings, paintings, print making and constructing activities, and are 

introduced to a variety of art tools, materials and techniques. They learn about some of the elements 

and principles of Design and begin to describe how the elements are used. They generate and 

develop visual ideas, using imagination, observation, and experiments with materials. They apply their 

knowledge of design elements and principles to create works of art that tells stories and express 

thoughts, feelings and insides. 

 

 

Strands 

Creating 

The process of creating provides students with opportunities to communicate distinctive forms of 

meaning, develop their technical skills, take creative risks, solve problems and visualize 

consequences. Students are encouraged to draw on their imagination, experiences and knowledge of 

materials and processes as starting points for creative exploration. They can make connections 

between their work and that of other artists to inform their thinking and to provide inspiration. Both 

independently and collaboratively, students participate in creative processes through which they can 

communicate ideas and express feelings. The creating strand provides opportunities for students to 

explore their personal interests, beliefs and values and to engage in a personal artistic journey. 
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Responding 

The process of responding provides students with opportunities to respond to their own and other 

artists’ works and processes, and in so doing develop the skills of critical analysis, interpretation, 

evaluation, reflection and communication. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

the concepts, methods and elements of Visual Arts, including using specialized language. Students 

consider their own and other artists’ works in context and from different perspectives in order to 

construct meaning and inform their own future works and processes. The responding strand is not 

simply about reflecting; responding may include creative acts and encompasses presenting, sharing 

and communicating one’s own understanding. By responding to their own artwork and that of others, 

students become more mindful of their own artistic development and the role that arts play in the 

world around them.  

 
 

Transdisciplinary approach 

At KBS we believe that a transdisciplinary approach to all subjects is one of the most authentic ways 

to learn. This includes Visual Arts, and wherever possible we create authentic transdisciplinary units. 

Students will inquire into how Visual Arts influence other subjects and other subjects influence Visual 

Arts in return. We believe this helps students to understand how visual art integrates into many areas 

of their lives. This approach also gives students the opportunity to act on what they are learning. We 

encourage students to take action through visual arts to address various social, moral, societal, and 

cultural issues. 

 

 

Phases 

Creating 

Phase 1 

Learners show an understanding that they can express themselves by creating artworks in Visual 

Arts. They know that creating in the Visual Arts can be done on their own or with others. They are 

aware that inspiration to create in arts comes from their own experiences and imagination. 

 

Phase 2 

They recognize that they use symbols and representations to convey meaning in their work. Learners 

show an understanding that they can use arts to communicate their ideas, feelings and experiences. 

They use strategies in their work to enhance the meaning conveyed and to make it more enjoyable for 

others. They are aware that their work can provoke different responses from others. 

 

Phase 3 

They understand the value of working individually and collaboratively when creating different art 

forms. Learners show that, as artists, they can influence thinking and behavior through the art they 

create. They think critically about their work and recognize that their personal interests, beliefs and 

values can inform their creative work. 

 

Phase 4 

They show an understanding of the relationships between their work and that of others. Learners 

show an understanding that their own creative work be interpreted and appreciated in different ways. 

They explore different media and begin to innovate in arts. They consider the feedback from others in 

improving their work. They recognize that creating in arts provides a sense of accomplishment, not 

only in the process, but also in providing them with a way to understand the world. 
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Responding 

Phase 1 

Learners show an understanding that visual art is a way of expression to be enjoyed. They know that 

Visual Arts use symbols and representations to convey meaning. They have a concept of being an 

audience of different art forms and display awareness of sharing art with others. They are able to 

interpret and respond to different art forms, including their own work and that of others. 

 

Phase 2 

Learners show an understanding that ideas, feelings and experiences can be communicated through 

Visual Arts. They recognize that their own art practices and artwork may be different from others. 

They are beginning to reflect on and learn from their own stages of creating arts. They are aware that 

artworks may be created with a specific audience in mind. 

 

Phase 3 

Learners show an understanding that issues, beliefs and values can be explored in Art. They 

demonstrate an understanding that there are similarities and differences between different cultures, 

places and times. They analyze their own work and identify areas to revise to improve its quality. 

 

Phase 4 

They use strategies, based on what they know, to interpret Art and understand the role of Art in our 

world. Learners show an understanding that throughout different cultures, places and times, people 

have innovated and created new modes in Visual Arts. They can analyze different art forms and 

identify common or recurring themes or issues. They recognize that there are many ways to enjoy 

and interpret Visual Arts. They accept feedback from others. They recognize and demonstrate that art 

can be a way to address and take action on social issues, beliefs and ideas. 
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Visual Arts – Creating  

Phase 4 Phase 3 Phase 2 Phase 1 

Conceptual understandings 

We act on the responses to our artwork to 
inform and challenge our artistic development. 
 
We explore a range of possibilities and 
perspectives to communicate in broader ways 
through our creative work. 
 
Arts provide opportunities to explore our 
creative potential and engage in a personal 
artistic journey. 

Conceptual understandings 

Arts have the power to influence thinking and 
behavior. 
 
We make connections between our artwork and 
that of others to extend our thinking. 
 
We can explore our personal interests, beliefs 
and values through the arts. 

Conceptual understandings 

We can communicate our ideas, feelings and 
experiences through our artwork. 
 
We solve problems during the creative process 
by thinking critically and imaginatively. 
 
Applying a range of strategies helps us to 
express ourselves. 
 
We are receptive to the value of working 
individually and collaboratively to create Art. 
 

Conceptual understandings 

We can enjoy and learn from creating Art. 
 
The creative process involves joining in, 
exploring and taking risks. 
 
In creating Art, people make choices to 
construct meaning about the world around 
them. 
 
We can express ourselves through the arts. 
 
Our experiences and imagination can inspire us 
to create. 
 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

VA.CR.5.1 
Create symbolic artwork 
by substituting symbols 
for objects, relationships 
or ideas 
 
VA.CR.5.2 
Create artwork that 
demonstrates an 
awareness of the range 
and purpose of tools for 
space and composition 
 
VA.CR.5.3 
Create compositions that 
demonstrate an 
understanding of balance, 
repetition, rhythm, and 
scale 
 
VA.CR.5.4 
Use a personal interest, 
belief or value as the 
starting point to create a 
piece of artwork. 

Learners: 

VA.CR.4.1 
Use a range of strategies 
to solve problems during 
the creative process 
 
VA.CR.4.2 
Explore the use of line in 
2D and 3D works identify 
a wide variety of types of 
lines in the environment 
and in artwork 
 
VA.CR.4.3 
Use appropriate 
terminology to discuss 
artwork. 
 

Learners: 

VA.CR.3.1 
Create artworks for a 
specific audience 
 
VA.CR.3.2 
Make predictions, 
experiment and anticipate 
possible outcomes 
 
VA.CR.3.3 
Explore the use of 
textures in 2D and 3D 
works 
 
VA.CR.3.4 
Create 2D and 3D 
expressive artwork that 
explores abstraction. 
 
 

Learners: 

VA.CR.2.1 
Identify the stages of their 
own and others’ creative 
processes 
 
VA.CR.2.2 
Use a variety of materials 
and understand how to 
produce visual effects 
 
VA.CR.2.3 
Learn to take care of 
materials and tools and to 
use them safely 
 
VA.CR.2.4 
Combine a variety of 
formal elements to 
communicate ideas, 
feelings and/ or 
experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

VA.CR.1.1 
Create 2D and 3D 
artwork from direct 
observation 
 
VA.CR.1.2 
Explore and experiment 
with the use of color, 
shape, patterns and 
symmetry 
 
VA.CR.1.3 
Demonstrate control of 
tools, materials and 
processes 
 
VA.CR.1.4 
Express opinions about 
an artwork. 

Learners: 

VA.CR.K2.1 
Create artwork in 
response to a variety of 
stimuli 
 
VA.CR.K2.2 
Identify the processes 
used in the creation of an 
artwork 
 
VA.CR.K2.3 
Identify the materials 
used in the creation of an 
artwork 
 
VA.CR.K2.4 
Describe what they notice 
about an artwork. 

Learners: 

VA.CR.K1.1 
Create artwork in 
response to a variety of 
stimuli 
 
VA.CR.K1.2 
Identify the processes 
used in the creation of an 
artwork 
 
VA.CR.K1.3 
Identify the materials 
used in the creation of an 
artwork 
 
VA.CR.K1.4 
Describe what they notice 
about an artwork. 
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Visual Arts – Responding  

Phase 4 Phase 3 Phase 2 Phase 1 

Conceptual understandings 

Through exploring arts across cultures, places 
and times we can appreciate that people 
innovate. 
  
People communicate across cultures, places 
and times through arts. 
  
The arts provide us with multiple perspectives. 
  
We reflect and act on the responses to our 
creative work. 

Conceptual understandings 

When experiencing arts, we make connections 
between different cultures, places and times. 
  
People explore issues, beliefs and values 
through arts. 
  
There are different kinds of audiences 
responding to different arts. 
  
We use what we know to interpret arts and 
deepen our understanding of ourselves and the 
world around us. 

Conceptual understandings 

We are receptive to art practices and artworks 
from different cultures, places and times 
(including our own). 
  
People communicate ideas, feelings and 
experiences through the arts. 
  
We can reflect on and learn from the different 
stages of creating. 
  
There is a relationship between the artist and 
the audience. 

Conceptual understandings 

We enjoy and experience different forms of 
arts. 
 
The art is a means of communication and 
expression. 
 
People make meaning through the use of 
symbols. 
  
People share Art with others. 
 
We express our responses to artwork in a 
variety of ways. 
  
We reflect on our artwork and the work of 
others. 
  

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

VA.RE.5.1 
Become increasingly 
independent in the 
realization of the creative 
process 
 
VA.RE.5.2 
Explain the cultural and 
historical perspectives of 
an artwork 
  
VA.RE.5.3 
Demonstrate the ability to 
recognize and describe 
the visual, spatial and 
tactile characteristics of 
their own work and that of 
others. 

Learners: 

VA.RE.4.1 
Utilize a broad range of 
ways to make meaning 
 
VA.RE.4.2 
Select, research and 
develop an idea or theme 
for an artwork 
 
VA.RE.4.3 
Provide constructive 
criticism when responding 
to artwork.  
 
VA.RE.4.4 
Recognize that different 
audiences respond in 
different ways to 
artworks. 
 
 

Learners: 

VA.RE.3.1 
Investigate the purpose of 
artwork from different 
times, places and cultures 
 
VA.RE.3.2 
Compare, contrast and 
categorize artworks from 
a range of cultures, 
places and times  
 
VA.RE.3.3 
Become an engaged and 
responsive audience for a 
variety of art forms. 
 

Learners: 

VA.RE.2.1 
Make personal 
connections to artworks  
 
VA.RE.2.2 
Identify the formal 
elements of an artwork 
 
VA.RE.2.3 
Make predictions, 
experiment and anticipate 
possible outcomes 
 
VA.RE.2.4 
Participate in individual 
and collaborative 
experiences. 

Learners: 

VA.RE.1.1 
Make personal 
connections to artworks 
 
VA.RE.1.2 
Classify artworks into 
general categories, such 
as painting, printmaking, 
collage, sculpture, 
pottery, textiles, 
architecture, 
photography, and film 
 
VA.RE.1.3 
Communicate their initial 
responses to an artwork 
in visual, oral or physical 
modes. 

Learners: 

VA.RE.K2.1 
Realize that their artwork 
has meaning 
 
VA.RE.K2.2 
Use their imagination and 
experience to inform their 
art making 
 
VA.RE.K2.3 
Enjoy experiencing 
artworks 
 
VA.RE.K2.4 
Show curiosity and ask 
questions about artworks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

VA.RE.K1.1 
Realize that their artwork 
has meaning 
  
VA.RE.K1.2 
Use their imagination 
experience to inform their 
art making 
 
VA.RE.K1.3 
Enjoy experiencing 
artworks  
 
VA.RE.K1.4 
Show curiosity and ask 
questions about artworks 
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VA.RE.K2.5 
Select a work or works 
created during the year 
and discuss them with a 
parent, classmate, or 
teacher. 
 

 
VA.RE.K1.5 
Select a work or works 
created during the year 
and discuss them with a 
parent, classmate, or 
teacher. 

 


