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Introduction 

The vision of the Social Studies program is to promote civic responsibility and action. Through the 

inquiry process students will learn about themselves, their communities, their nation, and the world 

around them. They will use this knowledge to become critically thoughtful and informed citizens as 

well as take action on global issues. Social Studies provides opportunities to problem solve, make 

decisions, and collaborate therefore helping to develop globally minded and responsible members of 

society. 

 
 

Rationale 

In a world that demands independent and cooperative problem solving to address social, economic, 

ethical and personal concerns, Social Studies is critical to provide students with the skills they need to 

become responsible global citizens. Through Social Studies students will foster curiosity for local 

and global issues and develop integrity, tolerance, appreciation, commitment, and empathy for the 

world around them. Social Studies at the primary level will provide students with purposeful and 

meaningful learning experiences that are challenging, of high quality and developmentally 

appropriate. The Social Studies program provides students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes 

necessary for informed and thoughtful participation in society through the careful implementation of 

the five strands of Social Studies in the primary years programs. 

 
 

Objective 

Through the Social Studies program students will gain critical thinking skills and knowledge that 

support positive attitudes and global citizenship. Students will use this knowledge to inquire about and 

take action in our ever-changing world. 

 
Students will: 

 learn how to ask compelling and relevant questions that can be researched. 

 gain a secure understanding of their own identity and their place in the world. 

 develop an understanding of other cultural groups and an appreciation of other Ideas and 

beliefs. 

 gain knowledge that is of genuine importance in understanding the human condition through 

the exploration of themes that have significance for all students in all cultures. 

 gain conceptual understanding through participating in learning experiences that foster 

sensitivity, creativity and initiative, leading to socially responsible action. 

 gain a sense of time and place in relation to their own experience and the experience of other 

people. 

 gain an understanding of humankind’s role in, and dependence on, the natural and 

constructed world, and learn to apply this knowledge in responsible ways. 

 
 

Overview 

In the PYP, Social Studies is essentially about people: how they think, feel and act; how they interact 

with others; their beliefs, aspirations and pleasures; the problems they have to face; how and where 

they live (or lived); how they interact with their environment; the work they do; and how they organize 

themselves. These studies provide students with the knowledge and skills they need to apply social 

responsibility and action in their everyday life. 
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Strands 

Human Systems and Economic Activities 

The study of how and why people construct organizations and systems; the ways in which people 

connect locally and globally; the distribution of power and authority. 

 

Social Organization and Culture 

The study of people, communities, cultures and societies; the ways in which individuals, groups and 

societies interact with each other. 

 

Continuity and Change through Time 

The study of the relationships between people and events through time; the past, its influences on the 

present and its implications for the future; people who have shaped the future through their actions. 

 

Human and Natural Environments 

The study of the distinctive features that give a place its identity; how people adapt to and alter their 

environment; how people experience and represent place; the impact of natural disasters on people 

and the built environment. 

 

Resources and the Environment 

The interaction between people and the environment; the study of how humans allocate and manage 

resources; the positive and negative effects of this management; the impact of scientific and 

technological developments on the environment. 

 
 

Transdisciplinary Approach 

The transdisciplinary themes provide the framework for a highly defined, focused, in-depth program of 

inquiry, and as Social Studies is relevant to all the transdisciplinary themes, all Social Studies learning 

should take place within this framework. In return, the Social Studies knowledge and the application of 

that knowledge will enhance inquiries into the central ideas defined by the transdisciplinary themes. 

Two transdisciplinary themes in particular are highly focused on Social Studies issues: Where we are 

in place and time and How we organize ourselves. 

 
 

Phases 

Students’ knowledge of Social Studies develops along a continuum from basic self-awareness to 

global awareness. This continuum has been divided into five phases of Social Studies. Each phase 

builds upon and complements the previous phase. 

 

Phase 1 

Students will explore their understanding of people and their lives, focusing on themselves, their 

friends and families, and their immediate environment. They will practice applying rules and routines 

to work and play. They will gain an increasing awareness of themselves in relation to the various 

groups to which they belong and be conscious of systems by which they organize themselves. They 

will develop their sense of place, and the reasons why particular places are important to people. They 

will also develop their sense of time, and recognize important events in their own lives, and how time 

and change affect people. They will explore the role of technology in their lives. 
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Phase 2 

Students will increase their understanding of their world, focusing on themselves, their friends and 

families and their environment. They will appreciate the reasons why people belong to groups, the 

roles they fulfil and the different ways that people interact within groups. They will recognize 

connections within and between systems by which people organize themselves. They will broaden 

their sense of place and the reasons why particular places are important to people, as well as how 

and why people’s activities influence, and are influenced by, the places in their environment. Students 

will start to develop an understanding of their relationship with the environment. They will gain a 

greater sense of time, recognizing important events in their own lives, and how time and change 

affect people. They will become increasingly aware of how advances in technology affect individuals 

and the environment. 

 

Phase 3 

Students will extend their understanding of human society, focusing on themselves and others within 

their own community as well as other communities that are distant in time and place. They will 

investigate how and why groups are organized within communities, and the ways in which 

communities reflect the cultures and customs of their people. They will recognize the interdependency 

of systems and their function within local and national communities. They will increase their 

awareness of how people influence, and are influenced by, the places in their environment. 

Students will explore the relationship between valuing the environment and protecting it. They will 

extend their understanding of time, recognizing important events in people’s lives, and how the past is 

recorded and remembered in different ways. They will broaden their understanding of the impact of 

advances in technology over time, on individuals, society and the environment. 

 

Phase 4 

Students will recognize different aspects of human society, focusing on themselves and others within 

their own community as well as groups of people that are distant in time and place. They will extend 

their understanding of how and why groups are organized within communities, and how participation 

within groups involves both rights and responsibilities. They will understand the interdependency of 

systems and their function within local and national communities. Students will gain an appreciation of 

how cultural groups may vary in their customs and practices but reflect similar purposes. 

 

Phase 5 

Students will deepen their awareness of how people influence, and are influenced by, places in the 

environment. They will realize the significance of developing a sense of belonging and stewardship 

towards the environment, valuing and caring for it, in the interests of themselves and future 

generations. Students will consolidate their understanding of time, recognizing how ideas and actions 

of people in the past have changed the lives of others, and appreciating how the past is recorded and 

remembered in different ways. They will gain an understanding of how and why people manage 

resources. They will understand the impact of technological advances on their own lives, on society 

and on the world, and will reflect on the need to make responsible decisions concerning the use of 

technologies. 
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Human Systems and Economic Activities  

Strand descriptor 

The study of how and why people construct organizations and systems; the ways in which people connect locally and globally; the distribution of power and authority. 

 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

SS.HE.5.1 
Compare the rules and 
laws of different 
governments 
 
SS.HE.5.2 
Examine the effect of 
laws and governments on 
society 
 
SS.HE.5.3 
Classify key events and 
factors in development of 
governments. 
        

Learners: 

SS.HE.4.1 
Identify, discuss and 
compare examples of 
equality and fairness, 
rights and responsibilities 

Learners: 

SS.HE.3.1 
Discuss rights and 
responsibilities and 
the well-being of the 
community 
 
SS.HE.3.2 
Identify roles and 
responsibilities of local 
governments. 
 

Learners: 

SS.HE.2.1 
Describe roles 
and rights within the 
classroom and 
consistently use this 
understanding to guide 
their behavior 
 
SS.HE.2.2 
Examine effective group 
decision making 
processes. 
 
 

Learners: 

SS.HE.1.1 
Identify roles, 
responsibilities, 
and rights at home and at 
school 
 
SS.HE.1.2 
Examine the purpose of 
classroom and school 
rules. 

Learners: 

SS.HE.K2.1 
Illustrate roles and 
responsibilities within the 
school 
 
SS.HE.K2.2 
Illustrate the purpose of 
school rules. 
 

Learners: 

SS.HE.K1.1 
Illustrate a job within the 
classroom. 
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Social Organization and Culture    

Strand descriptor 

The study of people, communities, cultures and societies; the ways in which individuals, groups and societies interact with each other. 

 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

SS.OC.5.1 
Compare and contrast 
significant individuals in 
government 
 
SS.OC.5.2 
Describe different 
structures within 
government and explain 
how they function 
 
SS.OC.5.3 
Explain the rights 
and responsibilities of 
belonging to a 
government. 
 

Learners: 

SS.OC.4.1 
Compare and contrast 
characteristics of early 
cultures. 

Learners: 

SS.OC.3.1 
Discuss the importance of 
communities 
 
SS.OC.3.2 
Compare and contrast 
cultural similarities and 
differences. 

Learners: 

SS.OC.2.1 
Describe how their 
actions can positively and 
negatively impact their 
community. 
 
SS.OC.2.2 
Explain how people are 
different and these 
differences impact 
learning and behavior. 

Learners: 

SS.OC.1.1 
Describe changes in their 
lives 
 
SS.OC.1.2 
Compare similarities and 
differences among 
families. 
 
 

Learners: 

SS.OC.K2.1 
Describe and illustrate 
places that are part of 
their lives. 
 
 

Learners: 

SS.OC.K1.1 
Describe and illustrate 
groups that are part of 
their lives 
 
SS.OC.K1.2 
Discuss similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and others 
 
SS.OC.K1.3 
Describe and illustrate 
changes in their lives, 
similarities and 
differences among 
families. 
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Continuity and Change through Time    

Strand descriptor 

The study of the relationships between people and events through time; the past, its influences on the present and its implications for the future; people who have shaped the future through their 
actions. 

 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

SS.CC.5.1 
Compare and contrast 
Kuwait with other 
countries 
 
SS.CC.5.2 
Examine artistic 
expression within 
cultures. 
 
 

Learners: 

SS.CC.4.1 
Describe how different 
cultures interact. 

Learners: 

SS.CC.3.1 
Discuss changes in 
communities over time 
 
SS.CC.3.2 
Identify characteristics of 
Kuwait society. 
 

Learners: 

SS.CC.2.1 
Identify changes in the 
school and community 
 
SS.CC.2.2 
Discuss how exploration 
of new regions has led to 
new discoveries 
 
SS.CC.2.3 
Explain how explorers 
and scientists have 
shaped human activities; 
the importance of 
discovery/ exploration. 
 

Learners: 

SS.CC.1.1 
Explain changes in their 
lives 
 
SS.CC.1.2 
Describe ways people 
work together in groups 
 
SS.CC.1.3 
Symbols of Kuwait. 
 

Learners: 

SS.CC.K2.1 
Identify and illustrate 
similarities and 
differences among 
friends. 
 
 

Learners:1.1 

SS.CC.K1.1 
Describe the concept of 
change 
 
SS.CC.K1.2 
Identify similarities and 
differences among 
families 
 
SS.CC.K1.3 
Identify changes in their 
lives. 
of 
change 
! 
SS. lives 
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Human and Natural Environments     

Strand descriptor 

The study of the distinctive features that give a place its identity; how people adapt to and alter their environment; how people experience and represent place; the impact of natural disasters on people 
and the built environment. 
 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

SS.HN.5.1 
Examine the effect of 
humans on the 
environment 
 
SS.HN.5.2 
Examine the effects of 
technology on the 
environment 
 
SS.HN.5.3 
Discuss the 
interconnectedness 
of society and the 
environment. 

 

Learners: 

SS.HN.4.1 
Examine relationship 
between cultures and 
their environments 
 
SS.HN.4.2 
Research factors 
affecting exploration and 
technologies used. 

Learners: 

SS.HN.3.1 
Identify how needs and 
wants are met in 
communities 
 
SS.HN.3.2 
Discuss how technology 
affects individuals and 
communities past and 
present. 

Learners: 

SS.HN.2.1 
Discuss peoples 
responsibility to the 
environment (climate; 
resources) 
 
SS.HN.2.2 
Explain how the 
environment affects 
human activities 
 
SS.HN.2.3 
Research how technology 
affects the school 
community. 
 

Learners: 

SS.HN.1.1 
Read simple maps  
 
SS.HN.1.2 
Examine technology in 
daily life 
 
SS.HN.1.3 
Research how basic 
needs are met 
 
SS.HN.1.4 
Explain the purpose of 
monetary systems. 
 
 

Learners: 

SS.HN.K2.1 
Illustrate and identify work 
in the community 
 
SS.HN.K2.2 
Illustrate and identify 
ways to care for the 
environment. 

Learners: 

SS.HN.K1.1 
Illustrate and identify 
human needs 
 
SS.HN.K1.2 
Illustrate and identify 
ways to care for the 
environment (living/ non-
living). 
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Resources and the Environment      

Strand descriptor 

The interaction between people and the environment; the study of how humans allocate and manage resources; the positive and negative effects of this management; the impact of scientific and 
technological developments on the environment. 

 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

SS.RE.5.1 
Compare and contrast the 
positive and negative 
effects humans have on 
the environment 
 
SS.RE.5.2 
Identify the impact of 
industry and technological 
advances on the 
environment. 

Learners: 

SS.RE.4.1 
Describe how resources 
affect settlement patterns 
and population 
distribution. 

Learners: 

SS.RE.3.1 
Name landforms and 
bodies of water in local 
environments 
 
SS.RE.3.2 
Identify governorates in 
Kuwait and the Gulf 
region 
 
SS.RE.3.3 
Examine the 
environmental effects of 
early Bedouin 
communities. 
 

Learners: 

SS.RE.2.1 
Discuss peoples 
responsibilities towards 
the use of resources and 
the environment 
 
SS.RE.2.2 
Research how 
geographical features 
affect resources 

Learners: 

SS.RE.1.1 
Recognize local 
characteristics of 
environments as shown 
on maps 
 
SS.RE.1.2 
Examine how 
environment affects daily 
life 
 
SS.RE.1.3 
Research ways to care 
for resources. 

Learners: 

SS.RE.K2.1 
Explain ways to care for 
their environment. 

Learners: 

SS.RE.K1.1 
Explain ways to care for 
their environment (living/ 
non-living). 

 


