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Introduction 

At Kuwait Bilingual School (KBS) we provide an inquiry‐based music curriculum that offers students 

the opportunity to explore music and discover its importance in their life. Through a variety of 

experiences, each student is encouraged to grow and develop their music skills. 

 

 

Rationale 

Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. 

It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and emotional 

development. As an integral part of culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand themselves 

and relate to others, forging important links between the home, school and the wider world. The 

teaching of music develops pupils’ ability to listen and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make 

judgements about musical quality. It encourages active involvement in different forms of amateur 

music making, both individual and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness. 

It also increases self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfillment. Music has the 

capability of promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. For example, music 

provides opportunities to promote; spiritual development; through developing pupils’ awareness of the 

power of music to take the listener out of the commonplace and helping pupils use music to express 

and reflect on their own thoughts and feelings. moral development; through helping pupils exercise 

responsibility in the choices and decisions they, and others, make as part of the creative process, 

valuing their own and others’ work and recognising the effect of music [for example, its use in 

advertising and propaganda, and its misuse in sound pollution] social development; through helping 

pupils share music making and develop a sense of social cohesion, recognising the value of different 

contributions and their own responsibility to support and enrich the work of others, and recognising 

the need for different roles in group performance. cultural development; through helping pupils 

recognise how music influences and reflects the way people think and feel, relating music to the 

time and place in which it was created and performed, and through analysing, evaluating and 

reflecting on music from contrasting traditions and identifying how and why some aspects change or 

stay the same. 

 

 

Objective 

Students should encounter a broad range of musical experiences to develop their music skills. Music 

is comprised of many elements and we want to expose our students to all these elements so that they 

can have conceptual understanding of how music is important in their own lives, whether that is 

performing, listening or creating. 

Students will: 

 Make music together and alone on instruments and with the voice. They will join together to 

explore how sound is created and how it helps us to express ourselves in unique ways. They 

will share these experiences with others through performances. 

 Create their own unique compositions. They will learn about organizing sound in traditional 

and non‐traditional methods in order to express and share a thought, feeling, idea, or 

concept. 

 Will learn traditional notation and practice reading traditional notation to perform classic 

repertoire. 

 Develop an awareness and understanding of the role of music in different cultures around the 

world, and how music has developed through the ages. 
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Overview 

At KBS students will be exposed to music in the general classroom and specifically in the music 

classroom. The music specialist will provide inquiry based lessons for the students to be exposed to 

the different elements of music. Through investigating sounds the voice can make and how sound is 

produced on instruments to specifically learning how to play the recorder and piano, students will 

develop their performing and notation skills. Students will learn about composing and organizing 

sound and musical ideas through guided and free activities to produce individual compositions. 

Each grade level will focus on a different aspect of listening and appreciation. Students will be 

exposed to a wide range of music from the Middle East and from around the world. Students will have 

the opportunity to share and develop their knowledge of Kuwaiti music and have an understanding of 

its place with in the traditional musics from around the world. 

 

 

Strands 

Our curriculum is based on four strands of musical understanding. Each grade level will explore the 

Four strands throughout the year to gain a better understanding and ability of music and it’s role in 

their life. 

 

Performing and Improvising 

Singing: 

This strand will take students from the beginning stages of exploring their voices and how to 

make different sounds to learning to sing in harmony in a group setting. Students will learn 

about matching pitch, singing simple songs, and how to sing in harmony. Students will be 

encouraged to sing together and alone. 

 

Playing Instruments: 

This strand will allow students to explore how sound is produced on all different types of 

instruments from unpitched percussion instruments at the young ages to xylophones, 

recorder and piano at the older grades. Students will have the opportunity to learn about 

sound production through creation of simple instruments. Students will practice their notation 

skills through playing appropriate repertoire for their age and instrument both together and 

alone. Students will also learn basic improvisation skills through soloing with a group. 

 

Creating and Composing 

This strand will help students how to organize sounds into musical ideas and will help them to learn 

how to express themselves in non‐language based ways. 

 

Reading and Writing 

This strand will help students learn both how to preserve their own original musical ideas as well as 

recreate other’s musical ideas. This will start with non-traditional notation and move into traditional 

notation. 
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Listening and Appreciation 

This strand will help the students develop their listening skills through various activities, including 

listening to one another, evaluating musical performances of their classmates as well as of 

professionals, and call and response activities to develop rhythm and pitch matching. All of these 

things help them to appreciate what they hear when they listen to music in the world around them. 

This strand will also address traditional music from around the world. Students will be exposed to and 

learn about music from many different cultures to encourage global awareness and open- 

mindedness. 

 

 

Transdisciplinary approach 

At KBS we believe that a transdisciplinary approach to all subjects is one of the most authentic ways 

to learn. This includes Music, and wherever possible we create authentic transdisciplinary units for 

students to inquire into how Music influences other subjects and other subjects influence Music in 

return. We believe this helps students to understand how music integrates into many areas of their 

lives. This approach also gives students the opportunity to act on what they are learning. We 

encourage students to take action through music to address various social, moral, societal, and 

cultural issues. 

 

 

Phase Progression 

Performing and Improvising 

Phase 1 

Learner shows an understanding that performing on voice and on instruments is another way of 
expressing themselves, a non-language based way of expression. 
 

Phase 2 

Learner shows an understanding that ideas, feelings, and experiences can be communicated through 
the performing. 
 

Phase 3 

Learner understands that performing can a way of exploring and sharing with others ideas on issues, 
beliefs, and values. 
 

Phase 4 

Learner understands that performing is a way of understanding and identifying with people of other 
cultures and times. 
 

Phase 5 

Learner understands that performing can be a way of taking action and addressing certain issues they 
personally find important. 
 

Creating and Composing 

Phase 1 

Learner understands how to make choices about sound to create performances and compositions. 
 

Phase 2 

Learner understands basic musical concepts to begin organizing musical ideas in basic compositions 
with non-traditional notation. 
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Phase 3 

Learner begins to use musical symbols to represent non-musical ideas, feelings, and emotions. 
 

Phase 4 

Learner uses proper music notation to record and share their musical ideas with others. 
 

Phase 5 

Learners use musical compositions to take action on a particular ideal, value or societal problem. 
 
 

Reading and Writing 

Phase 1 

Learner understands that music is represented by specific symbols, traditional or non-traditional. 
 

Phase 2 

Learner reads rudimentary musical notation and explores non-traditional ways of representing musical 
sounds. 
 

Phase 3 

Learner proficiently reads music notation in order to perform on voice and instrument, and begins to 
use traditional notation in writing music. 
 

Phase 4 

Learner reads and writes more complex notation and understands the importance of expression 
symbols. 
 

Phase 5 

Learner displays fluency in reading and writing traditional notation in a limited range for voice, piano, 
and recorder. They continue to explore non-traditional symbols in order to represent more abstract 
musical ideas. 
 

Listening and Appreciating 

Phase 1 

Learner understands that listening is active and there are things to discover through listening 
attentively. They understand and accept that there different forms and types of music that we all enjoy 
differently. 
 

Phase 2 

Learner begins to identify the ideas or emotions that a composer was trying to communicate through 
a composition. They understand that music changes throughout time and cultures. 
 

Phase 3 

Learner values the importance of different types of music and the variety of expression that they offer. 
They understand how music can be used in their life to share their thoughts and feelings with others. 
 

Phase 4 

Learner can identify and appreciate music from different cultures and understands that music is one 
way of sharing the values and ideas of a culture. They can listen and identify forms in traditional 
western music. 
 

Phase 5 

Learner is able to articulate their thoughts and feelings about a piece of music - why they like or why 
they don’t like it. They can identify music from different historical periods and different cultures. They 
know how to be respectful audience members and give respectful feedback. 
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Music Overall Expectations and Conceptual Understandings  

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Overall Expectations 

Students will develop 
musical ideas in 
composition using 
musical notation. 
 
They will gain an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music in 
all its forms from a range 
of times, places and 
cultures. 
 
Students will experience 
a wide range of songs in 
different languages and 
from different times, and 
will perform them with 
sensitivity and accuracy. 
 
They will create their own 
music and perform it to 
others using increasingly 
sophisticated instruments, 
and be able to interpret 
the music of others 
through the 
understanding of complex 
notation. 
 
They will continue to 
develop their 
understanding of music 
from different sources 
and cultures. 
 

Overall Expectations 

Students will develop 
musical ideas in 
composition using 
musical notation. 
 
They will gain an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music in 
all its forms from a range 
of times, places and 
cultures. 
 
Students will experience 
a wide range of songs in 
different languages and 
from different times, and 
will perform them with 
sensitivity and accuracy. 
 
They will create their own 
music and perform it to 
others using increasingly 
sophisticated instruments, 
and be able to interpret 
the music of others 
through the 
understanding of complex 
notation. 
 
They will continue to 
develop their 
understanding of music 
from different sources 
and cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall Expectations 

Students will gain an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music in 
all its forms from a range 
of times, places and 
cultures. 
 
Through singing songs 
and playing instruments, 
students will develop the 
ability to perform 
accurately and 
confidently, making 
expressive use of musical 
elements. 
 
They will control and 
develop musical ideas in 
composition and will use 
notation as an aid to 
storing and refining ideas. 
 
They will listen with 
greater understanding to 
a range of music from 
different times and 
places. 

Overall Expectations 

Students will gain an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music in 
all its forms from a range 
of times, places and 
cultures. 
 
Through singing songs 
and playing instruments, 
students will develop the 
ability to perform 
accurately and 
confidently, making 
expressive use of musical 
elements. 
 
They will control and 
develop musical ideas in 
composition and will use 
notation as an aid to 
storing and refining ideas. 
 
They will listen with 
greater understanding to 
a range of music from 
different times and 
places. 

Overall Expectations 

Students will gain an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music in 
all its forms from a range 
of times, places and 
cultures. 
 
Students will sing and 
play a variety of songs 
and pieces with an 
awareness of beat. 
 
Students will have the 
opportunity to experiment 
with sounds in 
composition tasks and to 
make expressive use of 
musical elements such as 
pitch and rhythm. 
 
They will use notation to 
develop musical ideas. 
They will develop an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music 
from different cultures 
and be able to describe 
and compare sounds 
using simple appropriate 
musical vocabulary. 
 

Overall Expectations 

Children will join together 
in musical activities, using 
their voices and simple 
instruments to develop 
concepts about sound 
and musical awareness. 
 
They will participate both 
individually and in groups 
in games, songs, and 
creative movement 
activities. 
 
Children will develop 
musical ideas in 
composition using 
musical notation. 
 
They will begin to develop 
an awareness and 
appreciation of music 
from different cultures. 
 

Overall Expectations 

Children will join together 
in musical activities, using 
their voices and simple 
instruments to develop 
concepts about sound 
and musical awareness. 
 
They will participate both 
individually and in groups 
in games, songs, and 
creative movement 
activities. 
 
Children will develop 
musical ideas in 
composition using 
musical notation. 
 
They will begin to develop 
an awareness and 
appreciation of music 
from different cultures. 
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Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

Through exploring music 
across cultures, places 
and times we can 
appreciate that people 
innovate. 
 
People communicate 
across cultures, places 
and times through music. 
 
We reflect and act on the 
responses to our creative 
work. 
 
We act on the responses 
to our music to inform and 
challenge our musical 
development. 
 
We explore a range of 
possibilities and 
perspectives to 
communicate in broader 
ways through our creative 
work. 
 
Music provide 
opportunities to explore 
our creative potential and 
engage in a personal 
musical journey. 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

Through exploring music 
across cultures, places 
and times we can 
appreciate that people 
innovate. 
 
People communicate 
across cultures, places 
and times through music. 
 
We reflect and act on the 
responses to our creative 
work. 
 
We act on the responses 
to our music to inform and 
challenge our musical 
development. 
 
We explore a range of 
possibilities and 
perspectives to 
communicate in broader 
ways through our creative 
work. 
 
Music provides 
opportunities to explore 
our creative potential and 
engage in a personal 
musical journey. 
 
Music has the power to 
influence thinking and 
behaviour. 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

When experiencing 
music, we make 
connections between 
different cultures, places 
and times. 
 
There are different kinds 
of audiences responding 
to different music. 
 
We use what we know to 
interpret music and 
deepen our 
understanding of 
ourselves and the world 
around us. 
 
We make connections 
between our music and 
that of others to extend 
our thinking. 
 
We can explore our 
personal interests, beliefs 
and values through 
music. 
 
We can communicate our 
ideas, feelings and 
experiences through our 
music. 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

When experiencing 
music, we make 
connections between 
different cultures, places 
and times. 
 
There are different kinds 
of audiences responding 
to different music. 
 
We use what we know to 
interpret music and 
deepen our 
understanding of 
ourselves and the world 
around us. 
 
Music has the power to 
influence thinking and 
behaviour. 
 
We make connections 
between our music and 
that of others to extend 
our thinking. 
 
We can explore our 
personal interests, beliefs 
and values through 
music. 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

We are receptive to 
music practices and 
styles from different 
cultures, places and times 
(including our own). 
 
People communicate 
ideas, feelings and 
experiences through 
music. 
 
We can reflect on and 
learn from the different 
stages of creating. 
 
There is a relationship 
between the artist and the 
audience. 
 
We solve problems during 
the creative process by 
thinking critically and 
imaginatively. 
 
Applying a range of 
strategies helps us to 
express ourselves. 
 
We are receptive to the 
value of working 
individually and 
collaboratively to create 
music. 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

We enjoy and experience 
different forms of music. 
 
The music is a means of 
communication and 
expression. 
 
People make meaning 
through the use of 
symbols. 
 
People share music with 
others. 
 
We express our 
responses to music in a 
variety of ways. 
 
We reflect on our music 
and the work of others. 
 
We can enjoy and learn 
from creating music. 
 
The creative process 
involves joining in, 
exploring and taking risks. 
 
In creating music, people 
make choices to construct 
meaning about the world 
around them. 
 
We can express 
ourselves through music.  
 
Our experiences and 
imagination can inspire us 
to create. 
 
 
 

Conceptual 

Understandings  

We enjoy and experience 
different forms of music. 
 
The music is a means of 
communication and 
expression. 
 
People make meaning 
through the use of 
symbols. 
 
People share music with 
others. 
 
We express our 
responses to music in a 
variety of ways. 
 
We reflect on our music 
and the work of others. 
 
We can enjoy and learn 
from creating music. 
 
The creative process 
involves joining in, 
exploring and taking risks. 
 
In creating music, people 
make choices to construct 
meaning about the world 
around them. 
 
We can express 
ourselves through music.  
 
Our experiences and 
imagination can inspire us 
to create. 
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Music – Performing and Improvising with the Voice   

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

MU.PV.5.1 
Sing songs or voice parts 
with increasing control, 
confidence and 
expression in a wider 
pitch range 
 
MU.PV.5.2 
Sing more complex songs 
with increasing accuracy, 
including: singing notes of 
increased intervals; 
singing accurate note 
lengths; being aware of 
dynamics and tempo; 
using appropriate singing 
style 
 
MU.PV.5.3 
Sing from traditional 
notation 
 
MU.PV.5.4 
Sing songs from a variety 
of times and cultures 
 
MU.PV.5.5 
Sing with others, using 
ensemble skills and 
develop an awareness of 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

MU.PV.4.1 
Sing songs or voice parts 
with increasing control, 
confidence and 
expression in a wider 
pitch range 
 
MU.PV.4.2 
Sing more complex songs 
with increasing accuracy, 
including: singing notes of 
increased intervals; 
singing accurate note 
lengths; being aware of 
dynamics and tempo; 
using appropriate singing 
style 
 
MU.PV.4.3 
Sing from traditional 
notation 
 
MU.PV.4.4 
Sing songs from a variety 
of times and cultures 
 
MU.PV.4.5 
Sing with others, using 
ensemble skills and 
develop an awareness of 
audience. 
 

Learners: 

MU.PV.3.1 
Sing with accuracy and 
control, focusing 
awareness on the musical 
elements of pitch, rhythm, 
tempo, duration and 
dynamics 
 
MU.PV.3.2 
Sing from signs and 
traditional notation 
 
MU.PV.3.3 
Increase their song 
repertoire to include 
simple partner songs 
and continue to develop 
the ability to sing in 
harmony 
 
MU.PV.3.4 
Sing with others, 
developing ensemble 
skills and an awareness 
of audience 
 
MU.PV.3.5 
Sing songs from a 
variety of times and 
cultures. 

Learners: 

MU.PV.2.1 
Sing with accuracy and 
control, focusing 
awareness on the musical 
elements of pitch, rhythm, 
tempo, duration and 
dynamics 
 
MU.PV.2.2 
Increase their song 
repertoire to include 
simple partner songs and 
continue to develop the 
ability to sing in harmony 
 
MU.PV.2.3 
Sing with others, 
developing ensemble 
skills and an awareness 
of audience 
 
MU.PV.2.4 
Sing songs from a variety 
of times and cultures. 

Learners: 

MU.PV.1.1 
Display vocal control 
in singing through 
participation in a variety 
of rounds, folk songs and 
pentatonic songs (to 
include songs of five 
pitches or fewer) of 
appropriate pitch range 
 
MU.PV.1.2 
Use singing to explore 
concepts such as pitch, 
rhythm, tempo, duration, 
timbre and dynamic 
contrasts experience an 
expanding repertoire of 
songs and share these 
songs and their own 
compositions with others 
 
MU.PV.1.3 
Sing from signs and non‐ 
traditional notation 
 
MU.PV.1.4 
Sing songs from a variety 
of times and cultures. 

Learners: 

MU.PV.K2.1 
Explore vocal sounds, 
use the voice to imitate 
sounds and communicate 
feelings, develop 
language and speech 
through new vocabulary 
 
MU.PV.K2.1 
Sing in unison simple 
songs of an appropriate 
pitch range in their 
entirety and from 
memory. 

Learners: 

MU.PV.K1.1 
Explore vocal sounds, 
use the voice to imitate 
sounds and communicate 
feelings, develop 
language and speech 
through new vocabulary 
 
MU.PV.K1.2 
Sing in unison simple 
songs of an appropriate 
pitch range in their 
entirety and from 
memory. 



KBS Music Scope and Sequence  

 
Last updated on March 2, 2015                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       8
                                                                                                 
 

 

 

Music – Performing and Improvising with instruments   

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

MU.PI.5.1 
Play a wide range of 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy in 
solo and ensemble 
performances 
 
MU.PI.5.2 
Perform complex  
rhythmic and melodic 
patterns in different 
simple and compound 
meters 
 
MU.PI.5.3 
Perform expressively to 
show tempo, dynamics, 
texture, style and 
articulation 
 
MU.PI.5.4 
Play music using non- 
traditional or traditional 
notation 
 
MU.PI.5.5 
Respond to directions 
from a conductor. 

Learners: 

MU.PI.4.1 
Play a wide range of 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy in 
solo and ensemble 
performances 
 
MU.PI.4.2 
Perform complex 
rhythmic and melodic 
patterns in different 
simple and compound 
meters 
 
MU.PI.4.3 
Perform expressively to 
show tempo, dynamics, 
texture, style and 
articulation 
 
MU.PI.4.4 
Play music using 
non-traditional or 
traditional notation 
 
MU.PI.4.5 
Respond to directions 
from a conductor. 

Learners: 

MU.PI.3.1 
Develop control of sounds 
on a widening range of 
instruments 
 
MU.PI.3.2 
Continue to perform 
rhythmic and melodic 
patterns of increasing 
length on a variety of 
classroom instruments, 
and in different meters of 
two, three and four, by 
rote and/or traditional 
notation 
 
MU.PI.3.3 
Play melodic patterns of 
increasing difficulty (from 
pentatonic to diatonic) 
 
MU.PI.3.4 
Perform with others and 
develop an awareness of 
ensemble and audience 
 
MU.PI.3.5 
Respond to directions 
from a conductor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

MU.PI.2.1 
Develop control of sounds 
on a widening range of 
instruments 
 
MU.PI.2.2 
Continue to perform 
rhythmic and melodic 
patterns of increasing 
length on a variety of 
classroom instruments, 
and in different meters of 
two, three and four, by 
rote 
 
MU.PI.2.3 
Play melodic patterns of 
increasing difficulty 
 
MU.PI.2.4 
Perform with others and 
develop an awareness of 
ensemble and audience 
 
MU.PI.2.5 
Respond to directions 
from a conductor. 

Learners: 

MU.PI.1.1 
Use a variety of 
instruments with care and 
control 
 
MU.PI.1.2 
Perform rhythmic and 
melodic patterns, by rote 
and from nontraditional 
notation, while 
maintaining a steady beat 
 
MU.PI.1.3 
Respond to directions 
from a conductor. 

Learners: 

MU.PI.K2.1 
Explore body sounds and 
a variety of unturned and 
tuned percussion 
instruments in order to 
develop fine motor control 
 
MU.PI.K2.2 
Develop an ability to 
maintain a steady beat 
through non-locomotor 
and locomotor activities, 
using body sounds and 
playing instruments 
 
MU.PI.K2.3 
Develop an ability to start 
and stop together 
 
MU.PI.K2.4 
Use classroom 
instruments with 
developing care and 
control. 

Learners: 

MU.PI.K1.1 
Explore body sounds and 
a variety of unturned and 
tuned percussion 
instruments in order to 
develop fine motor control 
 
MU.PI.K1.2 
Develop an ability to 
maintain a steady beat 
through non-locomotor 
and locomotor activities, 
using body sounds and 
playing instruments 
 
MU.PI.K1.3 
Develop an ability to start 
and stop together 
 
MU.PI.K1.4 
Use classroom 
instruments with 
developing care and 
control. 
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Music – Creating and Composing    

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

MU.CC.5.1 
Continue to explore, 
create, select and 
organize sounds in simple 
musical forms 
 
MU.CC.5.2 
Purposefully organize 
sounds in simple musical 
forms including rondo 
 
MU.CC.5.3 
Use devices of motif and 
sequence in composition  
 
MU.CC.5.4 
Perform compositions 
using classroom 
instruments and other 
sound sources 
 
MU.CC.5.5 
Use a variety of textures 
in compositions 
 
MU.CC.5.6 
Use detailed notation to 
record and communicate 
ideas 
 
MU.CC.5.7 
Use traditional and/or folk 
song material to learn 
appropriate melodic 
content. 

Learners: 

MU.CC.4.1 
Create music in response 
to a range of stimuli 
 
MU.CC.4.2 
Continue to explore, 
create, select and 
organize sounds in simple 
musical forms 
 
MU.CC.4.3 
Perform compositions 
using classroom 
instruments and other 
sound sources 
 
MU.CC.4.4 
Use a variety of textures 
in compositions 
 
MU.CC.4.5 
Use detailed notation to 
record and communicate 
ideas 
 
MU.CC.4.6 
Use traditional and/or folk 
song material to learn 
appropriate melodic 
content. 

Learners: 

MU.CC.3.1 
Choose and arrange 
sounds to create a  
specific mood or feeling 
 
MU.CC.3.2 
Explore, create, select, 
combine and organize 
sounds 
 
MU.CC.3.3 
Explore and organize 
sounds into simple 
musical forms such as 
binary or ternary 
 
MU.CC.3.4 
Perform compositions 
using classroom 
instruments and other 
sound sources 
 
MU.CC.3.5 
Use musical notation to 
record and communicate 
ideas 
 
MU.CC.3.6 
Use traditional and/or folk 
song material to learn 
appropriate melodic 
content. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Learners: 

MU.CC.2.1 
Choose and arrange 
sounds to create a 
specific mood or feeling 
 
MU.CC.2.2 
Explore, create, select, 
combine and organize 
sounds 
 
MU.CC.2.3 
Perform compositions 
using classroom  
instruments and other 
sound sources 
 
MU.CC.2.4 
Use  traditional and/or 
folk song material to 
learn appropriate melodic 
content. 

Learners: 

MU.CC.1.1 
Make choices about 
sounds and organize 
them in a way that uses 
basic indications of 
expression such as 
tempo, mood, dynamics, 
texture and timbre 
 
MU.CC.1.2 
Organize sounds into 
simple musical phrases 
using the devices of 
repetition and contrast 
 
MU.CC.1.3 
Use call and response for 
vocal, instrumental and 
movement improvisation 
 
MU.CC.1.4 
Interpret and use visual 
symbols to represent  
sounds. 

Learners: 

MU.CC.K2.1 
Explore and make 
choices about sound 
 
MU.CC.K2.2 
Create sound effects to 
complement a story, 
rhyme, picture or song 
 
MU.CC.K2.3 
Make use of music as 
another language for 
expression and 
communication of ideas. 

Learners: 

MU.CC.K1.1 
Explore and make 
choices about sound 
 
MU.CC.K1.2 
Create sound effects 
to complement a story, 
rhyme, picture or song 
 
MU.CC.K1.3 
Make use of music as 
another language for 
expression and 
communication of ideas. 
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Music – Reading and Writing Notation    

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

MU.RN.5.1 
Use non-traditional and 
traditional notation to 
represent and record 
sound events and songs 
 
MU.RN.5.2 
Use notation to practice 
and perform a piece of 
music 
 
MU.RN.5.3 
Read and notate using 
basic rhythm values of 
quarter note, eighth note, 
half note and whole note; 
quarter, half and whole 
rests 
 
MU.RN.5.4 
Begin to read and notate 
using rhythm values of 
sixteenth note 
 
MU.RN.5.5 
Begin to read and notate 
using dotted rhythms 
in compound 
meters. 

Learners: 

MU.RN.4.1 
Use non-traditional and 
traditional notation to 
represent and record 
sound events and songs 
 
MU.RN.4.2 
Use notation to practice 
and perform a piece of 
music 
 
MU.RN.4.3 
Read and notate using 
basic rhythm values of 
quarter note, eighth note, 
half note and whole note; 
quarter, half and whole 
rests 
 
MU.RN.4.4 
Begin to read and notate 
using rhythm values of 
sixteenth note 
 
MU.RN.4.5 
Begin to read and notate 
using dotted rhythms in 
compound meters. 

Learners: 

MU.RN.3.1 
Identify and use non‐ 
traditional and traditional 
notation to represent and 
record sound events and 
simple songs 
 
MU.RN.3.2 
Use notation to practice 
and perform a piece of 
music 
 
MU.RN.3.3 
Read and notate using 
basic rhythm values of 
quarter note, eighth note 
and quarter rest 
 
MU.RN.3.4 
Begin to read and notate 
using rhythm values of 
whole note and half note, 
whole and half rests 
 
MU.RN.3.5 
Begin to read and notate 
using dotted rhythms in 
simple meters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

MU.RN.2.1 
Identify and use non- 
traditional and traditional 
notation to represent and 
record sound events and 
simple songs 
 
MU.RN.2.2 
Use notation to practice 
and perform a piece of 
music 
 
MU.RN.2.3 
Read and notate using 
basic rhythm values of 
quarter note, eighth note 
and quarter rest 
 
MU.RN.2.4 
Begin to read and notate 
using rhythm values of 
whole note and half note, 
whole and half rests. 

Learners: 

MU.RN.1.1 
Identify and use non- 
traditional notation to 
represent and record 
sound events 
 
MU.RN.1.2 
Become familiar with the 
basics of traditional, 
melodic and rhythmic 
notation 
 
MU.RN.1.3 
Begin to recognize that 
the position of a note on 
the staff is related to its 
pitch by using simple 
tunes 
 
MU.RN.1.4 
Be introduced to the 
concept of duration of 
notes in traditional 
notation 
 
MU.RN.1.5 
Begin to read and notate 
using basic rhythm values 
of quarter note, eighth 
note and quarter rest. 

Learners: 

MU.RN.K2.1 
Work as a group and 
follow directions given by 
hand signals, signs 
and/or non-traditional 
notation 
 
MU.RN.K2.2 
Recognize that sound can 
be recorded using 
notation or signs. 

Learners: 

MU.RN.K1.1 
Work as a group and 
follow directions given 
by hand signals, signs 
and/or non-traditional 
notation 
 
MU.RN.K1.2 
Recognize that sound can 
be recorded using 
notation or signs. 
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Music – Listening and Appreciation    

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

MU.LA.5.1 
Continue to distinguish 
and describe musical 
elements such as 
rhythmic patterns, 
melodic patterns and form 
 
MU.LA.5.2 
Continue to distinguish a 
range of instrumental 
sounds, including 

orchestral, non‐ 
orchestral, non-western 
and multi‐ethnic 
 
MU.LA.5.3 
Describe music using 
appropriate vocabulary, 
giving reasons for 
preferences 
 
MU.LA.5.4 
Incorporate the other arts 
and available resources 
to broaden their creative 
expression 
 
MU.LA.5.5 
Interpret and explain the 
cultural and/or historical 
perspectives of a 
musical composition. 

Learners: 

MU.LA.4.1 
Continue to distinguish 
and describe musical 
elements such as 
rhythmic patterns, 
melodic patterns and form 
 
MU.LA.4.2 
Continue to distinguish a 
range of instrumental 
sounds, including 

orchestral, non‐ 
orchestral, non-western 
and multi-ethnic 
 
MU.LA.4.3 
Describe music using 
appropriate vocabulary, 
giving reasons for 
preferences 
 
MU.LA.4.4 
Continue to develop an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music 
from different sources 
and cultures; its uses and 
associations 
 
MU.LA.4.5 
Use music to express a 
message to others 
 
MU.LA.4.6 
Discuss music that 
relates to social issues or 
values. 

Learners: 

MU.LA.3.1 
Develop an 
understanding of musical 
elements such as the 
difference between 
steady beat and rhythm, 
and awareness of meter 
 
MU.LA.3.2 
Develop an 
understanding of form in 
music 
 
MU.LA.3.3 
Continue to describe 
musical elements using 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary, giving 
reasons for preferences 
 
MU.LA.3.4 
Identify the sounds and 
names of an increasing 
number of instruments: 
orchestral, non- 
orchestral, non-western 
and multi-ethnic 
 
MU.LA.3.5 
Develop an awareness 
and appreciation of 
music from different 
sources and cultures; its 
uses and associations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

MU.LA.2.1 
Develop an 
understanding of musical 
elements such as the 
difference between 
steady beat and rhythm, 
and awareness of meter 
 
MU.LA.2.2 
Continue to describe 
musical elements using 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary, giving 
reasons for preferences 
 
MU.LA.2.3 
Identify the sounds and 
names of an increasing 
number of instruments: 
orchestral, non-

orchestral, non‐western 
and multi‐ethnic 
 
MU.LA.2.4 
Develop an awareness 
and appreciation of music 
from different sources 
and cultures; its uses and 
associations 
 
MU.LA.2.5 
Begin to distinguish and 
describe form. 

Learners: 

MU.LA.1.1 
Respond to contrasts in 
musical elements 
 
MU.LA.1.2 
Begin to use appropriate 
vocabulary to distinguish 
and describe musical 
elements 
 
MU.LA.1.3 
Identify motion in simple 
songs 
 
MU.LA.1.4 
Distinguish and describe 
how musical elements 
affect mood in a piece 
 
MU.LA.1.5 
Identify the sound 
sources of a number of 
classroom instruments 
and familiar orchestra 
instruments by name and 
by their orchestral 
families 
 
MU.LA.1.6 
Respond to different 
music, giving reasons for 
preferences. 

Learners: 

MU.LA.K2.1 
Respond to contrasts in 
musical elements 
 
MU.LA.K2.2 
Listen with growing 
attention 
 
MU.LA.K2.3 
Begin to develop an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music 
from other cultures. 

Learners: 

MU.LA.K1.1 
Respond to contrasts in 
musical elements 
 
MU.LA.K1.2 
Listen with growing 
attention 
 
MU.LA.K1.3 
Begin to develop an 
awareness and 
appreciation of music 
from other cultures. 

 


