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Introduction 

The Kuwait Bilingual School Performing Arts – Drama curriculum is envisioned to help students to 

gain an understanding and appreciation of Drama, as well as the ability to create works using the 

forms, concepts, elements, and conventions of the discipline. Through exploring Drama, students will 

develop an understanding of the art form, themselves, and others, and will learn about the lives of 

people in different times, places, and cultures. 

 

 

Rationale 

Drama provides many opportunities for students to practice communicating with different audiences 

for a variety of purposes, through moving, speaking and writing in role. Role playing is a key 

component of the drama curriculum. Pretending to be someone else involves an act of the 

imagination that is of central importance in the development of the ability to understand others. As 

students participate in these experiences of imagined situations, they learn to understand a variety of 

points of view and motives and to empathize with others. This exploration of roles and worlds will help 

students deepen their understanding of humanity and issues of fairness and social impartiality. 

Students will also learn to use language effectively to connect a character’s emotional state and point 

of view. 

 

 

Objective 

Students will draw upon a variety of sources in Drama – such as literature, personal stories and 

experiences, historical and current events, and topics and themes from across the curriculum. 

Students will: 

• Enjoy and experience different forms of Drama. 

• Create a meaningful context for their drama exploration. 

• Develop their awareness of aesthetic issues in Drama. 

• Engage in creating and critiquing works of Drama. 

• Learn and use the creative process to help them acquire and apply knowledge and skills in 

Drama. 

 

 

Overview 

Dramatic play and whole-group role play are foundational components of learning in Drama in the 

primary grades. By assuming different roles in dramatic play with a partner, in a small group or whole 

group in a process drama, students begin to differentiate between the real world and the imagined or 

fictional contexts of Drama. They learn to step into role in order to live through the imagined context of 

the Drama, and to step out of role to reflect upon and make personal connections to the drama 

experience. Some opportunities for independent and self-directed pretend play should be provided as 

a bridge to more structured learning experiences. As well, students should be introduced to some of 

the elements, conventions, and forms of Drama that allow them to shape and communicate their 

thoughts, feelings, and ideas 
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Strands 

Creating 

The process of creating provides students with opportunities to communicate distinctive forms of 

meaning, develop their technical skills, take creative risks, solve problems and visualize 

consequences. Students are encouraged to draw on their imagination, experiences and knowledge of 

materials and processes as starting points for creative exploration. They can make connections 

between their work and that of other performers to inform their thinking and to provide inspiration. 

Both independently and collaboratively, students participate in creative processes through which they 

can communicate ideas and express feelings. The creating strand provides opportunities for students 

to explore their personal interests, beliefs and values and to engage in a personal artistic journey.  

The Drama strand ‘Creating’ focuses on the students’ creative use of the performing arts to direct and 

connect feelings and ideas. When engaged in the creative process, students should be given 

opportunities to be creative and imaginative in their thinking, rather than merely to find a given 

answer. Reflection and feedback, both ongoing and summative, are essential parts of the creative 

process, permitting students to evaluate their own achievement and to grow in their creative 

endeavour. 

 

Responding 

The process of responding provides students with opportunities to respond to their own and other 

performers’ works and processes, and in so doing develop the skills of critical analysis, interpretation, 

evaluation, reflection and communication. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

the concepts, methods and elements of Drama, including using specialized language. Students 

consider their own and other performers’ works in context and from different perspectives in order to 

construct meaning and inform their own future works and processes. The responding strand is not 

simply about reflecting; responding may include creative acts and encompasses presenting, sharing 

and communicating one’s own understanding. By responding to their own performances and that of 

others, students become more mindful of their own artistic development and the role that performing 

arts plays in the world around them. 

The Drama strand ‘Responding’ focuses on the students’ consciousness and communication of 

emotional and intellectual responses to works in the performing arts. Students are required to use the 

critical analysis process to evaluate, discuss, and understand their own works and those of others, 

and to assess their strengths and areas for growth as both creators and audience members. 

 

 

Transdisciplinary approach 

At KBS we believe that a transdisciplinary approach to all subjects is one of the most authentic ways 

to learn. This includes Drama, and wherever possible we create authentic transdisciplinary units. 

Students will inquire into how Drama influences other subjects and other subjects influence Drama in 

return. We believe this helps students to understand how Drama integrates into many areas of their 

lives. This approach also gives students the opportunity to act on what they are learning. We 

encourage students to take action through Drama to address various social, moral, societal, and 

cultural issues. 
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Phase Progression 

Creating 

Phase 1 

Learners show an understanding that they can express themselves by creating artworks in Dance, 

Drama, Music and Visual Arts. They know that creating in arts can be done on their own or with 

others. They are aware that inspiration to create in arts comes from their own experiences and 

imagination. They recognize that they use symbols and representations to convey meaning in their 

work. 

 

Phase 2 

Learners show an understanding that they can use arts to communicate their ideas, feelings and 

experiences. They use strategies in their work to enhance the meaning conveyed and to make it more 

enjoyable for others. They are aware that their work can provoke different responses from others. 

They understand the value of working individually and collaboratively when creating different art 

forms. 

 

Phase 3 

Learners show that, as artists, they can influence thinking and behaviour through the arts they create. 

They think critically about their work and recognize that their personal interests, beliefs and values 

can inform their creative work. They show an understanding of the relationships between their work 

and that of others. 

 

Phase 4 

Learners show an understanding that their own creative work in Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Arts 

can be interpreted and appreciated in different ways. They explore different media and begin to 

innovate in arts. They consider the feedback from others in improving their work. They recognize that 

creating in arts provides a sense of accomplishment, not only in the process, but also in providing 

them with a way to understand the world. 

 

Responding 

Phase 1 

Learners show an understanding that the different forms of arts are forms of expression to be 

enjoyed. They know that Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Arts use symbols and representations to 

convey meaning. They have a concept of being an audience of different art forms and display 

awareness of sharing art with others. They are able to interpret and respond to different art forms, 

including their own work and that of others. 

 

Phase 2 

Learners show an understanding that ideas, feelings and experiences can be communicated through 

arts. They recognize that their own art practices and artwork may be different from others. They are 

beginning to reflect on and learn from their own stages of creating arts. They are aware that artworks 

may be created with a specific audience in mind. 
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Phase 3 

Learners show an understanding that issues, beliefs and values can be explored in arts. They 

demonstrate an understanding that there are similarities and differences between different cultures, 

places and times. They analyse their own work and identify areas to revise to improve its quality. 

They use strategies, based on what they know, to interpret arts and understand the role of arts in our 

world. 

 

Phase 4 

Learners show an understanding that throughout different cultures, places and times, people have 

innovated and created new modes in arts. They can analyse different art forms and identify common 

or recurring themes or issues. They recognize that there are many ways to enjoy and interpret arts. 

They accept feedback from others. 
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Dramatic Arts – Creating  

Phase 4 Phase 3 Phase 2 Phase 1 

Conceptual understandings 

We act on the responses to our dramatic 
performance to inform and challenge our artistic 
development. 
 
We explore a range of possibilities and 
perspectives to communicate in broader ways 
through our creative work. 
 
Drama provides opportunities to explore our 
creative potential and engage in a personal 
artistic journey. 

Conceptual understandings 

Drama has the power to influence thinking and 
behaviour. 
 
We make connections between our own 
performances and that of others to extend our 
thinking. 
 
We can explore our personal interests, beliefs 
and values through Drama. 

Conceptual understandings 

We can communicate our ideas, feelings and 
experiences through dramatic performances. 
 
We solve problems during the creative process 
by thinking critically and imaginatively. 
 
Applying a range of strategies helps us to 
express ourselves. 
 
We are receptive to the value of working 
individually and collaboratively to create a 
dramatic performance. 

Conceptual understandings 

We can enjoy and learn from creating dramatic 
performances. 
 
The creative process involves joining in, 
exploring and taking risks. 
 
In creating a drama performance, people make 
choices to construct meaning about the world 
around them. 
 
We can express ourselves through Drama. 
 
Our experiences and imagination can inspire us 
to create. 
 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

DR.CR.5.1 
Perform a scripted scene 
making use of dramatic 
conventions  
 
DR.CR.5.2 
Use and recognise the 
impact of theatrical 
effects in drama 
 
DR.CR.5.3 
Improvise using a range 
of drama strategies and 
conventions to explore 
themes such as hopes, 
fears and desires 
 
DR.CR.5.4 
Develop scripts based on 
improvisation  
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

DR.CR.4.1 
Create a scene or 
play with a beginning, 
middle, and end based on 
an original idea, a story, 
or other form of literature 
 
DR.CR.4.2 
Create roles showing how 
behaviour can be 
interpreted from different 
viewpoints 
 
DR.CR.4.3 
Develop scripts based on 
improvisation  
 
DR.CR.4.4 
Use and recognise the 
impact of theatrical 
effects in drama. 
 
 

Learners: 

DR.CR.3.1 
Create characters 
through physical 
movement, gesture, 
sound and/or speech, and 
facial expression 
 
DR.CR.3.2 
Present events and 
characters  through 
dialogue to engage the 
interest of an audience 
 
DR.CR.3.3 
Use some dramatic 
strategies to explore 
stories or issues 
 
DR.CR.3.4 
Develop the ability to 
cooperate and 
communicate with others 
in creating drama 
 
 

Learners: 

DR.CR.2.1 
Identify and describe 
different characters 
though vocal expression  
 
DR.CR.2.2 
Read plays and stories 
and identify characters, 
setting, and action 
 
DR.CR.2.3 
Manipulate simple 
scenery, costumes, 
sound, and props in the 
dramatic process 
 
DR.CR.2.4 
Adopt appropriate roles in 
small or large groups and 
consider alterative 
courses of action 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

DR.CR.1.1 
Explore familiar themes 
and characters through 
improvisation and role-
play 
 
DR.CR.1.2 
Act out their own and 
well-known stories, using 
voices for characters 
 
DR.CR.1.3 
Explore basic bodily 
movements and the use 
of space 
 
DR.CR.1.4 
Explore familiar roles, 
themes and stories 
dramatically  
 
DR.CR.1.5 
Work individually or in 
groups with confidence. 

Learners: 

DR.CR.K2.1 
Recognize a variety of 
real and non-real 
characters through 
guided dramatization 
 
DR.CR.K2.2 
Identify that stories come 
in a variety of forms 
 
DR.CR.K2.3 
Recognize simple 
scenery, costumes, 
sound, and props in the 
dramatic process. 

Learners: 

DR.CR.K1.1 
Imitate and recreate the 
sounds of objects, 
animals, and people 
 
DR.CR.K1.2 
Recognize characters, 
environments, and 
situations that support the 
creation of a classroom 
dramatization 
 
DR.CR.K1.3 
Engage in imaginative 
play using a range of 
stimuli. 
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DR.CR.5.5 
Use drama performance 
to tell stories about 
people and events from 
various cultures, including 
their own. 

 
DR.CR.3.5 
Develop the ability to 
cooperate and 
communicate with others 
in creating drama. 

 
DR.CR.2.5 
Present part of traditional 
stories, their own stories 
or work drawn from 
different parts of the 
curriculum for members 
of their own class. 
 

 

 

Dramatic Arts – Responding  

Phase 4 Phase 3 Phase 2 Phase 1 

Conceptual understandings 

Through exploring Drama across cultures, 
places and times we can appreciate that people 
innovate. 
 
People communicate across cultures, places 
and times through dramatic performances. 
 
Drama provides us with multiple perspectives. 
 
We reflect and act on the responses to our 
dramatic performances. 

Conceptual understandings 

When experiencing Drama, we make 
connections between different cultures, places 
and times. 
 
People explore issues, beliefs and values 
through Drama. 
 
There are different kinds of audiences 
responding to different performances. 
 
We use what we know to interpret Drama and 
deepen our understanding of ourselves and the 
world around us. 

Conceptual understandings 

We are receptive to dramatic performances 
from different cultures, places and times 
(including our own). 
 
People communicate ideas, feelings and 
experiences through Drama. 
 
We can reflect on and learn from the different 
stages of creating. 
 
There is a relationship between the performer 
and the audience. 

Conceptual understandings 

We enjoy and experience different forms of 
Drama. 
 
Drama is a means of communication and 
expression. 
 
People make meaning through the use of 
symbols. 
 
People share dramatic performances with 
others. 
 
We express our responses to Drama in a 
variety of ways. 
 
We reflect on our dramatic performances and 
the work of others. 
 

Grade 5 Grade 4 Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 KG 2 KG 1 

Learners: 

DR.RE.5.1  
Create artistic projects 
that show how ideas and 
emotions are expressed 
in everyday life 
 
DR.RE.5.2 
Explain the cultural and 
historical perspectives of 
dramatic works 

Learners: 

DR.RE.4.1  
Predict emotions and 
thoughts evoked by 
performances 
 
DR.RE.4.2 
Investigate the roles 
involved in creating 
and producing a 
dramatic production 

Learners: 

DR.RE.3.1  
Infer lessons from 
multicultural stories, fairy 
tales, tall tales, fables, 
and legends 
 
DA.RE.3.2 
Investigate how artists 
create their work 
 

Learners: 

DR.RE.2.1  
Give examples of 
emotions and thoughts 
evoked by performances 
 
DR.RE.2.2 
Identify various types of 
theatre and artists around 
the world 
 

Learners: 

DR.RE.1.1 
Recognize the 
character's wants and 
needs 
 
DR.RE.1.2 
Identify artists in the 
community 
 
 

Learners: 

DR.RE.K2.1 
Respond to teacher 
questions regarding 
personal opinions about 
character, place, and plot  
 
 
 
 
 

Learners: 

DR.RE.K1.1 
Reference story 
details to formulate 
personal preferences 
 
DR.RE.K1.2 
Talk about ideas and 
feelings in response to 
dramatic performances  
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DR.RE.5.3  
Explore various theatrical 
genres 
 
DR.RE.5.4 
Suggest and implement 
alternative characters, 
settings, or events after 
viewing or participating in 
a performance 
 
DR.RE.5.5 
Display skills to critique 
self and others in a 
respectful and 
constructive manner 
 
DR.RE.5.6 
Reflect on how working in 
role helps to explore 
complex issues. 
 

 
DR.RE.4.3 
Compare and contrast 
performances in a 
variety of multimedia 
forms 
 
DR.RE.4.4 
Comment constructively 
on plays and 
performances, discussing 
effects and how they are 
achieved  
 
DR.RE.4.5 
Discuss and explain the 
way ideas, feelings and 
experiences can be 
communicated through 
stories and performance  
 
DR.RE.4.6 
Discuss aspects of drama 
that illustrate relationships 
between culture, history 
and location. 
 

 
DR.RE.3.3 
Explore how Drama has 
evolved throughout 
history  
 
DR.RE.3.4 
Articulate reasons 
for particular emotional 
responses to and 
personal preferences 
about classroom 
dramatizations and 
dramatic performances 
 
DR.RE.3.5 
Identify and discuss 
qualities of others’ 
performances, including 
gesture, action and 
costume 
 
DR.RE.3.6 
Describe and evaluate 
learning and 
understandings 
developed through their 
exploration of Drama. 
 

 
DR.RE.2.3  
Identify and describe the 
visual, aural, oral, and 
kinetic details of 
classroom dramatizations 
and dramatic 
performances 
 
DR.RE.2.4 
Consider how mood and 
atmosphere are created 
in live or recorded 
performance  
 
DR.RE.2.5 
Respond to dramatic 
ideas through spoken, 
visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic mediums. 

 
DR.RE.1.3 
Recognize likes and 
dislikes regarding 
music, sound, movement, 
dance, and design in 
classroom dramatizations 
 
DR.RE.1.4 
Discuss why they like a 
performance. 

 
DR.RE.K2.2 
Identify that stories come 
in a variety of forms and 
that performances are 
presented in various 
ways through multimedia 
 
DR.RE.K2.3 
Describe and 
demonstrate audience 
skills of observing 
attentively and 
responding appropriately 
in classroom 
presentations, 
rehearsals, and live 
performance settings. 

 
DR.RE.K1.3 
Display audience 
etiquette and appropriate 
responses. 

 


